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The Beacon 
 
The Beacon is a large house situated between Beacon Road and Beacon Lane and has been 
owned at times by some of the most influential residents of Kingswear.  There is a 
lighthouse, or beacon, a short distance away acting as a leading light to the entrance of 
Dartmouth Harbour and probably accounts for the name of the roads and the house. 

 
 

The above photograph shows the present Beacon house.  The tower on the right is the 
foundation of the 1864 navigation beacon, now reconstructed on a rock further down the 
beach. 

Figure 2 shows a panoramic view contained in an Admiralty chart of Dartmouth Harbour 
dating from 1853 but with corrections up to 1880.  It shows both a lighthouse and a 
separate mast light immediately below the house. 

Figure 1 Modern day photograph of The Beacon 
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Figure 3  Land sold or exchanged on 29 May 1867 

 

Governor Holdsworth bought the land in 1845 and built the house shortly after.  Arthur 
Howe Holdsworth was a Member of Parliament and Governor of Kingswear Castle and a 
very influential person in the area.   He lived in The Beacon until 1857 when he moved back 
to his family home at Stokenham where he died in 1860. 

In November 1855 the Dartmouth Chronicle recorded the death of a Capt Justice R.N. aged 
63, at The Beacon and in June 1858 the house was put up for sale to be bought by Mr T 
Lovett-Prinsep who was to become another local worthy.  The 1861 census records two 
servants also living there, Mary Salter aged 47 and Emma Martin aged 16.  In the June 1861 
edition of the Dartmouth Chronicle reported that the Beacon had been let to Miss Domville.  
The entry continues that numerous enquiries for detached houses having communication 
with the river side have been made, and it is to be regretted that no efforts are made to 
supply the great want of residences of this description. 

An indenture dated 29 May 1867 records the sale and transfer of some nearby land by the 
trustees of Church Lands Property.  The map accompanying the sale is shown in figure 3.  
The trustees associated with the sale included the Rev John Smart, �š�Z�����^�‰���Œ�‰���š�µ���o�����µ�Œ���š�����}�(��
�<�]�v�P�•�Á�����Œ�_; Arthur Bastard Eastabrooke Holdsworth (son and heir of Governor Holdsworth), 
whose address was recorded as Widdicombe House in Stokenham, Percy Hockin of 
Dartmouth, Charles Nelson of Kingswear and William Paige of Hoodown then in the parish 
of Brixham.  The recipients were Henry Fownes Lutterell of Dunster Castle in Somerset and 
George Fownes Lutterell of Woodlands also in Somerset.  The sale involved the transfer of 
the sites shown red in 
figure 3 in exchange for 
£322.  In addition the 
Lutterells would transfer 
to Percy Hockin the area 
of land coloured blue.  
Percy Hockin was a local 
Dartmouth solicitor who, 
in the Post Office 
Directory of 1861, is listed 
as living at Nethway.  He 
was also chairman of the 
Kingswear Parish Meeting 
and it was his task, 
following the Local 
Government Act of 1894, 
to call the first Kingswear 
Parish Council Meeting for 
the 7th January 1895. 

Figure 2 Depiction of Beacon House on an Admiralty chart dating from 1853 


